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Play Tips

Once you get to the ball, stop and plant your feet before hitting.

#58

This tip is presented to you by the One More Game Pickleball Club (OMG).

You’re pulled out of position, yet you know you can get to the ball—and you 
do! Then, what do you do next?

Great “gets” come in several varieties, such as the:

short ball you hustle forward to get
wide ball you go sideways off the court to get 
deep ball that forces you to scamper to the back corners to get

Each situation each has its own problems and solutions. The goal is to hit the  
shot that buys you time to get back into position. Here are some possible 
solutions.

The short ball: You are racing toward the net to get to the ball. You must 
decide upon the shot you are going to make on the way up. You must observe 
or at least be aware of the location of your opponents. You should place your 
shot away from the closest opponent and as low over the net and as close to 
the net as you possibly can. This will make your opponent’s next shot more 
likely to be a defensive one and also buy you some time to recover.

The wide ball:  In this case, you have a few more options than with the 
short ball. Once again, you must be aware of your opponents’ location. One 
option is to lob the ball over your opponents. The next option you should 
consider is the same solution used for the short ball which is to hit the ball 
away from the closest opponent and just over the net
and as close as possible to the net from your position. 
This will require a fairly sharp angled shot, which 
may end up pulling your opponent off of the court. 
The best option, however, will be based on your 
position in relation to the court (how far off of the 
court are you?). If you’re far enough off the court, 
you probably will have the ability to go around the net 
post (called an ATP shot). This also can be considered 
an offensive shot actually designed to immediately change your defensive 
position into one that may win the point for you. 

The deep ball:  This situation is absolutely no different than your situation 
as the serving team when you must decide to hit a third shot. The third shot 
drop is your best shot. If you’re unable to do justice to that shot, try a 
drive, hard and low and down the middle. As a last resort, throw up a lob, 
high and deep.

Summary:  During your game play, pay attention to these opportunities and 
practice each option to see what works best for you. Remember, the goal of 
any good “get” is to make it a great “get” by winning the point!


