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It’s a fault when the wrong person serves or a person serves from the
wrong court. There are no do overs.
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What happens if the wrong person serves the ball? What happens if the right 
person serves the ball but does so from the wrong side of the court? And what 
happens if the wrong person serves the ball from the wrong side of the court? 
Does the person simply serve the ball over, or is it a fault?

If the ball is served by the wrong team member or from the wrong court, the 
service is a fault. If the fault was by the first server, then the first service 
is lost and the correct second server serves from the correct service position. 
If the fault was by the second server, then it is a side out. A point made from 
an incorrect service position or an incorrect server will not be retained unless 
play has continued and another point has been scored or the opposing team has 
served.

Let’s take a look at three scenarios. We will assume that each involves the 
first server and that the fault is called prior to the serve of the next 
rally. We will also assume that Player A was the starting server, and, 
therefore, should be in the right court when the score is even.

Scenario 1 – Right server, wrong court

• The score is 2-1-1. Player A was to serve from the 
right court, but after a long rally, he/she goes to the 
left court and serves the ball. What should happen?
• A fault is called because Player A (correct server) 

served from the wrong court.
• No point is awarded if they won the rally.
• Players switch to the correct courts (Player A goes to right court, 

Player B goes to left court).
• Second server is called. Score is now 2-1-2. Player B now serves from 

the left court, which is his/her even court because he/she started the 
game there.

Scenario 2 – Wrong server, right court

• The score is 2-1-1. Player A should be the server from the right court, but 
Player B serves the ball from the left court. What should happen?
• A fault is called because Player A was the correct server.
• Players are in the correct courts, so they do not switch.
• No point is awarded if they won the rally.
• The second server is called. The score is now 2-1-2. Player B is now the 

correct server and serves from the left court. Even though Player B 
made the error, he/she is now the correct server.

Scenario 3 – Wrong server, wrong court

• The score is 2-1-1. Player A should be the server from the right 
court. Instead, after a long rally, the players get confused and return to 
the wrong courts. Player B is in the right court and serves the ball. What 
should happen?
• A fault is called because Player B was the incorrect server AND he/she 

was in the wrong court.
• Players switch sides. Player A is now in the right court and Player B is in 

the left court.
• No point is awarded if they won the rally.
• Second serve is called. Score is now 2-1-2. Player B is now the correct 

server and will serve from the left court.

In each of those scenarios, if the fault occurred with the 2nd server, the 
result would be a side out.


