
Pickleball Meeting 

2/16/2018 

PRESENT: Kathryn Biarkis, Bob Biarkis, Julia Biggs, Marco Biggs, Mary Borchers, John Borchers, Tom 

Hewlett, Julie Hoff, Ray Martin, Suelaine Matthews, Bev McCormick, Dale Miller 

AGENDA: 

1) Start the process of organizing Edwardsville area pickleballers.  

A meeting for all pickleball players will be held next Tuesday after open play Tuesday evening, 

February 21st.   Eventually we will formally organize with officers and committees 

 

2) Develop a strategy to promote new courts in the Plummer Recreational Park. 

Bob gave the group background information. Bob attended a focus group meeting. A design 

group has been hired by the city. Jack Handy, Illinois Pickleball Ambassador from Springfield, 

attended this meeting and gave the focus group information about constructing pickleball 

courts. He did an excellent job answering the group’s questions. As of today, three major sports 

facilities are being planned, baseball, soccer and pickleball. The city has issued a survey posted 

on Facebook that people need to fill out. You can fill it out on multiple devices. To date 860 

surveys have been collected.  There is another focus group meeting at the end of this month and 

the hired design group should have a plan by April to show to the group for approval.  

 

There will be three phases of development with the first to start this fall. We could feasibly have 

courts by next spring if the 12 proposed courts are included in phase 1. The park is partially 

funded by a hotel tax, as well as corporate donations.  Approximate cost of 12 courts would be 

$250,000.  If our group could raise half of this, the inclusion of the courts in the first phase 

would be more likely.   

 

Bob Pfieffer suggested that we write one petition for signatures. Julia Biggs will write the 

petition, which will be passed out at next Tuesday’s meeting.  

 

3) Prepare a design plan with amenities for the new pickleball courts 

A subcommittee made up of Bob, Dale, Bev, Ray, Marco and Tom was formed to come up with a 

design to present to the hired Design Group.   

 

4) Discuss possible fund raising ideas 

It was suggested that service organizations, such as the Rotary Club, Jr. Service, the Edwardsville 

Community Foundation, could be approached for possible funding. Jack Handy offered to speak 

at meetings. Corporate sponsorship should also be sought. Possibly offering banners, benches, 

bricks to recognize sponsorships. Other ideas included raising the cost of play this summer to $3 

and conducting fund raising events such as ball drops or tournaments.  



5) Brainstorm new ways to play at the Y. 

When 20 or more players show up the last two courts will be designated for 4 in 4 out play.  Bev 

will ask John Bing if drills could be conducted on two courts during the novice play time.  

Advanced players could also play 7-9 am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  

 


