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The team with fewer unforced errors will win 7 out of 10 games on average.
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This tip is presented to you by the One More Game Pickleball Club (OMG).

The difference between good pickleball players and great pickleball players 
are mistakes. Unforced errors are the most common differentiator in 
pickleball ratings. Unfortunately, most of us have a small blind spot when it 
comes to our unforced errors on the pickleball court, which is a stumbling 
block.

Simply defined an unforced error is a mistake made on an easy shot in a 
non-pressure situation. Non-pressure means that the ball is hit right to you 
and you have an easy opportunity to return it over the net and inbounds 
because you do not have to move much, lean, or reach.

It’s not always easy to pinpoint an unforced error. 
It doesn’t mean that it’s the shot that ends the rally.

An example is when your partner hits a dink that’s 
too high, and it’s attackable. Your opponent goes in 
for a kill shot that ends up at your feet, and you’re 
unable to get the ball back. That’s not an unforced 
error on your part. The unforced error came from your partner hitting the 
ball too high and making it attackable for your opponents.

Another example is when your opponent hits a really great shot for a winner. 
In this point, everybody is in the right place doing the right things. 

Players who are able to reduce the number of unforced errors will win more 
games. It’s essential to understand the mistakes that you make and create a 
plan for improvement. How can you cut down on unforced errors?

[1] Show more patience. Keep the ball in play more and let your opponents 
make the mistake that ends the rally.

[2] Use the soft game more. Power has its place, and it is perfectly 
acceptable to hit a ball hard when your opponent gives you the 
opportunity. But most of your game should be predicated on setting up 
that opponent error. You achieve that by engaging in the soft game.

[3] Ask someone who is at a higher skill level to give you constructive 
feedback about your play. Be open to this feedback.

[4] Practice, practice, and practice some more. Only practice and patience 
can lead to fewer unforced errors. Drills are a great way to improve.


